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It is no secret that there is something special about putting one foot in front of the other along 
a dirt path. From Pythagoras and Hippocrates to Muir, Longfellow and Thoreau, philosophers, 
writers, and scientists alike love to wax poetic about this simple outdoor activity. And for good 
reason. There are about a million benefits to hiking – from the stunning scenery to the cardio 
boost of an uphill climb – but the underlying appeal, and the thing we always come back to, is 
that a walk in the woods has a magical way of bringing calm and connection. 

A local’s guide to hiking in the McCall area

Continued page 8

Loon Lake

By McKenzie Kraemer
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While the appeal of hiking is not in question, which trail to take is. 
The McCall area has a huge variety of trails – many leading to one 
of the area’s 300 alpine lakes, historic lookouts, or high mountain 
peaks. For new hikers, the extent of options can be 
overwhelming. For seasoned hikers, it is easy to overlook a new 
option in favor of tried-and-true routes. 

To get your boots in the dirt and enjoying the serenity of a quiet 
forest trail, we put together some of our favorite hikes – some 
well-known, others a bit more off the beaten path. Our list is by 
no means exhaustive, but we hope that a few spark your interest 
and spark your love of walking in the woods. 

Ask an Expert
We all have a few secret favorites around here. Those hikes that 
never disappoint on the scenery, the solitude, or the experience. 
We went directly to our resident hiking experts to get the inside 
scoop on the hikes that earn top marks in their book. 

Roger Phillips: Upper Hazard 
and Hard Creek Lake

Goldilocks destinations
Many McCall mountain lakes share similar traits – they’re 
shimmering mirrors in rocky basins or verdant meadows and kind 
of a pain in the butt to reach. You often face a bone-rattling drive 
followed by a lung-searing hike with ascents that make your 
quads feel like pineapples and descents that make your knees feel 
like battering rams. The payoff is scenery that can make you 
question if it’s real or hypoxia-induced delirium. 

I’m exaggerating, but spend much time hiking to McCall’s 
mountain lakes and you might say “well, yeah, sort of.” 

But then there are the “Goldilocks lakes,” where the drive is 
enjoyable and the hike requires just enough energy that when 
you arrive it won’t be as crowded as Payette Lake on the Fourth 
of July. 

I will cut this long-winded preamble short and skip to the 
spoiler alert: If you want a reasonable backcountry drive and 
a nice hike to drop-dead gorgeous lakes then plan a trip to 
Upper Hazard Lake and Hard Creek Lake. 

Roger Phillips lived in McCall for six 
years in the 1990s and continues to hike, 
bike and hunt McCall’s vast backcountry. 
He lives in Boise, remains a part-time 
McCall resident and is one lottery ticket 
away from returning as a year-rounder. 

Hard Creek Lake
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Continued page 12

Your trip begins on Goose Lake Road, which is suitable for most vehicles, but beware the 
road can be a bit bouncy. Go about 8 miles to Hazard Lake Campground on the lake of 
the same name, which is not to be confused with Big Hazard Lake, a little farther down 
the road (and also worth checking out). 

There’s a campground at Hazard Lake if you want to, you know, camp. Be careful picking 
your campsite because you might get so mesmerized staring at the sparkling blue water 
that you forget about your destination upstream. 

Here’s how to coax yourself out of your camp chair to check it out. It’s a leisurely 2 mile 
hike up a well-maintained trail with barely enough elevation gain (about 350 vertical feet) 
to make water run downhill. 

Upper Hazard Lake is about 40 acres of surface area with more sparkling blue water and 
Bruin Mountain rising to about 8,600 feet from its south shoreline. Bruin’s north face holds 
snow well into summer, which makes the scenery look like it was poached from the Alps. 
Still not enough? Hike another quarter mile up and over a ridge and you’re at Hard Creek 
Lake, another scenic gem that’s about 8 acres and shaped like a peanut shell.

In case you’re curious, both lakes have trout, so don’t forget your fishing rod.

Getting There: From McCall, drive north on Highway 55 and turn right on the 
Brundage Mountain-Goose Lake Road. Keep left at the junction toward Hazard Lake and 
21 miles after the junction, look for a sign on the right for “Upper Hazard Creek Trail.” Turn 
right down a short road that leads to a parking lot and the trailhead. 
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Whitewater tr ips leave dai ly  with round-tr ip transportat ion from
our McCal l  locat ion on the corner of  Boydstun & Industr ia l  Loop.  

MEET US AT THE BOATHOUSE!
Ful ly  catered wi lderness raft ing and fishing excursions.

800-350-6654 I  SALMONRAFT.COM

Ranked #1 Act iv i ty on Tr ipAdvisor

P L A N  Y O U R  S U M M E R  A D V E N T U R E

with Salmon Raft  in McCall ,  Idaho

Hard Creek Lake
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Continued page 14

Scott Marchant: Granite 
Mountain, Box Lake, Lava Butte 
Lakes

Wildflower Pilgrimages
The rugged mountains surrounding McCall offer an array of 
hiking destinations, but the best treks for me are wildflower 
pilgrimages. There is nothing like a wildflower-filled meadow to 
stir my heart. For wildflower lovers, here are three of the best trails 
near McCall to experience a sensational wildflower hike. 

destination, having gained 1,800 feet from the trailhead, is 
atop the nearly half-mile wide Granite Mountain where phlox, 
arnica, lupine and Indian paintbrush color the treeless 
mountaintop. The stunning panoramic views from the 
appropriately named mountain extend more than 30 miles in 

every direction.

Wildflowers begin their bloom in early July and usually peak 
towards the end of the month. Not surprisingly, there is an active 
fire lookout atop Granite Mountain, so please respect the 
occupant’s privacy.

GETTING THERE: West of McCall, head north on Brundage 
Mountain–Goose Lake Road for 6.1 miles to a Y-junction. Bear left 
(FR 257) towards Hazard Lake. Continue another 7 miles and turn 
left for the signed Granite Mountain/Twin Lake Trailhead. 

Scott Marchant is a Boise-based 
guidebook author and landscape 
photographer. He is the author of The 
Hiker’s Guide McCall & Cascade and the 
recently released—The Hiker’s Guide 
Exploring Greater Boise. All of his products 
are available at hikingidaho.com.
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Granite Mountain
It is not often that I find a spectacular wildflower hike that is 
married with postcard views. The 2.3-mile hike (one-way) to the 
8,479-foot Granite Mountain captures both themes. From the 
grassy meadow near the trailhead to the lofty destination, 
colorful wildflowers and neck-bending vistas are a constant. The 
eye-popping view extending over the two-mile long Goose Lake 
is one of the highlights along the first segment of the hike. 

The last stretch of the outing climbs along steep hillsides covered 
with sheep sorrel, wildflowers and granite benches. The final 

BOX LAKE
The hike to the nearly mile long Box Lake 
is unquestionably the epitome of 
wildflower hikes near McCall. Even though 
I have hiked this trail no less than a dozen 
times, I’m always amazed at the variety of 
colorful wildflowers including lupine, 
penstemon, cinquefoil, sego lily, Indian 
paintbrush, scarlet gilia, beargrass and a 
slew of others. Although the trail is steep, 
the trailside scenery changes frequently 
and always keeps me anticipating what is 
around the next bend. The wildflower 
bloom is best in mid-July, but many 
wildflowers linger well into August.

Photo courtesy Scott M
archant Granite Mountain
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There is a grassy meadow bordered by steep granite slopes near 
the end of the hike—just before descending to Box Lake—that 
always takes my breath away. Pink mountain heather, lavender 
shooting stars and the droopy, yellow, glacier lily makes me feel 
like I have stumbled on paradise. Beyond the meadow, before the 
trail descends 400 feet, there is a spectacular vista overlooking 
the nearly mile-long Box Lake.

Of the three hikes, Box Lake is 
by far the most strenuous. 

It is 6 miles out-and-
back with a total 

elevation gain of 

2,200 feet. Nearly half of the elevation gain occurs in the first mile, 
and beyond this point, the wildflower journey is in full-bloom.

Getting There: From Davis Avenue near Ponderosa State 
Park, turn right onto Lick Creek Road. Follow Lick Creek Road for 
14.1 miles (the road turns to a dirt surface at 6.5 miles) to the 
signed trailhead on the west side of the road.

LAVA BUTTE LAKES
(From Big Dave Trailhead)

Whenever I am looking for solitude, gobs of wildflowers, an 
opportunity to see wildlife and a stunning lake basin, I always 
head to the Lava Butte Lakes. Several trailheads lead to the lakes 
with the east Clayburn Trailhead (there is a west Clayburn 
Trailhead too) seeing the least amount of recreationists. It is a long 
drive—nearly 30 miles on a dirt-surfaced road—but the scenery 
alone makes this a worthy outing.

I try to time the 2.3-mile, one-way hike the last week of July or the 
first week of August when wildflowers are in full bloom. The 
narrow trail is one of my favorites for it wanders through fragrant, 
old-growth forest, past several creek-laced meadows and to a 
flower-filled knoll overlooking the lake basin. The three Lava Butte 
Lakes at the end of the hike are framed by grassy hillsides and 
gray cliffs. Total elevation gain for the hike is 850 feet.
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Photo courtesy Scott Marchant
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Box Lake

Lava Butte Lake
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Continued page 16

GETTING THERE: West of McCall, head north on 
Brundage Mountain–Goose Lake Road for 6.1 miles to a 
Y-junction. Bear left (FR 257), continue north another 
18.7 miles and turn right towards Elk Meadows. 
Continue along this road another 8.5 miles to the 
signed trailhead on the left side of the road.

Steve Stuebner: Bear Pete 
Trail

It’s all about the view

Steve Stuebner is an avid outdoor 
adventurer, author, writer and Dad. 
He’s been a part-time resident of 
McCall for 20 years. See more 
outdoor ideas on his blog, 
stuebysoutdoorjournal.blogspot.com.

I discovered Bear Pete Trail over 25 years 
ago while canvassing the Payette National 
Forest for potential mountain bike rides. Bear Pete is known as a 
super-strenuous, day-long ride, but starting from Cloochman 
Saddle, Bear Pete Trail is actually a delightful 5.5-mile out-and-
back hike to a prominent rocky peak overlooking Josephine Lake 
and the surrounding countryside.

Simply put, hiking is a much easier way to enjoy the trail. 

In fact, the Bear Pete hike to the un-named 8,000-foot peak 
overlooking the lake has some of the best open views of the 
Payette National Forest and Frank Church-River of No Return 
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Photo courtesy Steve Stuebner

Wilderness that you’ll find anywhere in the greater McCall region. 
And the wildflowers are utterly spectacular. You’ll feel like you’re 
walking through a rainbow of colors on the way up and the way 
down. 

That’s part of what makes this hike so special. It features almost 
2,000 feet of vertical climbing from Cloochman Saddle to the peak 
over 2.75 miles away, but the scenic views of the surrounding 
mountains go on forever on a clear day, and the wildflowers are so 
pretty it’s hard to even notice that you’re sweating. 

Be sure to pack plenty of water and a lunch to enjoy the views 
overlooking the lake. Kids over 8 years old will enjoy this trail, and 
they’ll probably beat you to the top. 

If you catch the trail during the spring wildflower bloom in early 
June, you’ll see white bear grass bulbs in the first mile, and then 

Bear Pete Trail
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when you’re climbing the open ridge on a series of switchbacks, 
you’ll see a variety of flowers like red Indian paintbrush, white and 
pink phlox, and blue/purple penstemon. Often times, we 
encounter a few bands of deep snow on the ridge walk. That’s a 
welcome sight for our dog, who can eat snow for a quick drink 
and roll in it to stay cool. 

It’s also a good idea to bring a pair of binoculars in case you 
might see a herd of elk or other critters off in the distance. 

Off to the West, you’ll see the forested headwaters of French 
Creek tumble down toward the Salmon River, the Seven Devils 
peaks looming above, and to the east, the Payette Crest rises 
impressively with snow-smothered peaks lording over the 

Salmon River Country. Looking back toward McCall, you’ll feel 
like you’ve gone to heaven in that mountain paradise around 
Bear Pete.

Bear Pete was named for Pete Brockenau, according to Idaho 
author Tom Lopez. Brockenau was apparently famous for his 
bear-hunting stories. 

Getting There: Take Warren Wagon Road north from 
McCall over 20 miles to the north. After you pass by Upper 
Payette Lake, watch for a signed left-hand turn for Cloochman 
Saddle. A higher-clearance vehicle is best for this dirt road (SUVs 
should be fine). Go several miles to a saddle where the road 
ends. The trailhead is located at the saddle by the trees.

25 Trails to 
Try This Summer

Sometimes the best way to pick a hike is to figure out what 
your mood calls for. Are you up for a gut-busting climb or 
after something more mellow? Are you wanting to drop a 
line and reel one in or is a 360 degree view at the top more 
important? Whatever your mood, McCall has a hike for you. 
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5 Hikes for  
      Great Fishing
Hooking a fish is always exciting but reeling one in from a 
high mountain lake you have all to yourself takes the 
experience to a whole new level. Idaho Fish and Game stocks 
many of the lakes in the area with trout. Find their stocking 
schedule online at idfg.idaho.gov. And while the goal may be 
to catch a trophy rainbow, cutthroat or brook trout, don’t 
forget to enjoy the scenery, solitude and fresh air. 

Granite Lake
While Granite Lake is accessible by car, some of the best fishing 
can be found by hiking around the lake’s perimeter. A trail can 
be found from the campground and circles a good portion of 
the lake for a chance to reel in a rainbow trout. This is also a great 
lake for a float tube, kayak or canoe. Trailhead Directions: To 
access Granite Lake, drive past Brundage Reservoir (also a great 
place to stop and fish on your way in or on your way out) to the 
fork at Sater Meadows. Take road 446 three miles. Four-wheel 
drive is highly recommended.

Twin Lakes
This is a great hike if you are after a quick outing or have little 
ones along. A short 1.8 miles out-and-back provides stunning 
scenery and some great shoreline fishing. For the best fishing 
holes, we like to head around the west side of the lake toward 
the stream inlet. Trailhead Directions: From McCall, head north 
on Highway 55 and turn right onto the paved Brundage 
Mountain/Goose Lake Road. Continue 3.9 miles until the 
pavement turns to dirt. Once on the dirt road, bear left toward 
Hazard Lake. Continue past Goose Lake (also a great fishing spot) 
and turn left at the sign for Granite Mountain/Twin Lake 
Trailhead. 

Grass Mountain Lakes
These two beautiful lakes are a bit farther off the beaten path 
and offer up solitude along with great fishing. The two lakes are 
just a short quarter mile apart after a two-mile hike in. You can 
also kick your hike up a notch and access Coffee Cup Lake from 
Grass Mountain Lakes to add another scenic destination to your 
day. Trailhead Directions: Follow the same route as Twin Lakes, 
but rather than turning into the Twin Lakes trailhead, continue 
along the dirt road to the Grassy Mountain Trailhead (about 18 
miles from the initial turn at Highway 55). There is a large parking 
lot on the right and the trailhead is located across the road. 

Shaw Twin Lakes
These scenic lakes are just a short drive from downtown McCall, 
but feel like you are deep in the wilderness. Lower Shaw is an 
easy hike, more akin to a stroll, that follows an old irrigation 
ditch. To get to Upper Shaw, follow the footpath from Lower 
Shaw around the left side of the lake. It is a short scramble up 
and over a boulder field to reach the upper lake. Cutthroat trout 
rule these lakes and while trophy fish are rare, the action makes 
up for it. Trailhead Directions: From McCall, head south on 
Highway 55 and turn left onto Elo road. Take the left fork after 
2.8 miles onto Boulder Lake Road. Two miles up Boulder Lake 
Road, veer left and continue up the dirt road for another 4.5 
miles then turn left down a short dirt road to a parking area. The 
trailhead is unmarked, but easily found form the parking area. 

Louie Lake
This lake is one of the gems of McCall. Set beneath 
towering Jughandle mountain, its crystal clear waters 
are home to trophy cutthroat trout. The short 2.5 mile 
out-and-back hike makes packing in a float tube 
doable and well worth the effort to get out onto the 
water. Trailhead Directions: From McCall, drive south 
on Highway 55 and turn left onto Elo Road. Take the 
left fork after 2.8 miles onto Boulder Lake Road. Follow 
this road to its end at a campground about 5 miles in 
and turn right to park at the trailhead. 

Continued page 26
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Hidden Lake

To walk in nature 

is to witness a 

thousand miracles 

– Mary Davis
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Rapid River Trail

PLAY

EVENT AND WEDDING PLANNING
Blackhawk on the River
11 Shooting Star Ln.
McCall, Idaho 83638
208-630-4825
blackhawkontheriver.com

Brundage Mountain Catering 
3890 Goose Lake Rd. 
McCall, Idaho 83638
208-634-4151
brundage.com/catering

Delish Catering 
136 E Lake St., Ste. 6
McCall, Idaho 83638
208-634-1646
delishcatering.com

DJ McCall
907 Ann St.
McCall, Idaho 83638
208-469-9200
dj-mccall.com

Harlow’s School Bus Service 
14030 Hwy 55
McCall, Idaho 83638
208-634-1089
goharlows.com 

Idaho Impressions 
New Meadows, Idaho 83654
208-746-6099
idahoimpressions.com

KB’s Burritos 
616 N 3rd St. 
McCall, Idaho 83638
208-634-5500
kbsburrito.com

Luminaire
337 Deinhard Ln, Ste. A
McCall, Idaho 83638
208-634-3342
reneesilvus.com

McCall Party Rentals
208-315-4474
mccallpartyrentals.com

McCall RV Resort (Northfork Lodge)
200 Scott St.
McCall, Idaho 83638
208-634-5646
grapevine7.com

McCall Weddings
136 E Lake St., Ste. 6
McCall, Idaho 83638
208-634-4567
mccallweddings.com

MeadowCreek Clubhouse 
3820 Hot Springs Rd.
New Meadows, Idaho 83654
208-347-2260
mcpoa.com

MeadowCreek POA Clubhouse
Meadowcreek Golf Resort 
2975 Kimberland Dr.
New Meadows, Idaho 83654
208-347-2260

Mustard’s
208-941-7033
mustardsone@gmail.com

Ranch View Venue
3523 South End Rd.
New Meadows, Idaho 83654
208- 469-9029
ranchviewvenue.com

Seven Devils Delights
McCall, Idaho 83638
208-484-3469
camihedges@gmail.com

Sprout Design 
McCall, Idaho 83638
208-315-1309
idahosproutdesign.com

T. Rents Vintage
McCall, Idaho 83638
713-208-7720
TRentsVintage.com

Photo courtesy John Webster

Leave the road, 

take the trails. 

– Pythagoras
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Tamarack Resort 
311 Village Dr. 
Tamarack, Idaho 83615
208-325-1000
tamarackidaho.com

Unique-ARs 
McCall, Idaho 83638
888-982-8386
unique-ars.com 

Ya-Hoo Corrals
2280 Warren Wagon Rd. 
McCall, Idaho 83638
208-634-3360
ya-hoocorrals.com

Zims Hot Springs
2995 Zims Rd.
New Meadows, ID 83654
208-347-2686

Zip McCall Adventures
Boulder Lake Rd.
McCall, Idaho 83638 
208-271-1440
zipmccall.com

SALON, SPA, HEALTH AND WELLNESS
Alpenglow Salt Spa
212 North 3rd St., Suite B
McCall, Idaho 83638
208-630-6585
alpenglowmccall.com

Cloud Nine Hair & Nail Studio
1002 N 1st St. 
McCall, Idaho 83638
208-634-3434

The Cove at Shore Lodge
501 W Lake St. 
McCall, Idaho 83638
208-634-2244
thecovemccall.com

Emulate Natural Care 
124 N Main St. 
Donnelly, Idaho 83615
208-283-0438
emulateproducts.com

Hydrate 208
203 E. Lake St., Ste. 7
McCall, ID 83638
208-908-7357
hydrate208.com

Spa del Sol and Shanti Yoga
100 N 3rd St. 
McCall, Idaho 83638
208-634-9711
spa-del-sol.com

Tom Halvorson LMT
321 N 3rd St., Ste. 207
McCall, Idaho 83638
208-867-8654
tomsreikiyoga@gmail.com

Unwind Mountain Spa
203 E. Lake Street
McCall, ID 83638
208-634-5729
unwindmccall.com

Whole Mountain Health
Functional Medicine Certified Health Coach
McCall, Idaho 83638
208-352-3132
wholemountainhealth.com

Plan Ahead - Book your 2022 Adventure!
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Sometimes a destination is simply too beautiful to leave. 
If spending a few hours at an alpine lake just isn’t long 
enough, try one of these great lakes for an overnight 
campout. Each offers secluded campsites along the 
shore for a magical night in the forest. 

5 Overnight  
 Backpacking Hikes

Deep Lake (easy with kids)
This short hike is great for a first overnight trip with younger 
kids. The hike in is beautiful with sweeping views of the 
surrounding mountains, but short and sweet at just under 
one mile. The lake is stunning and several well-established 
camp sites are nestled along the water’s edge. Once there, 
you can also explore nearby Trail and Frog Lakes if you are up 
for a bit of off-trail hiking. Trailhead Directions: Follow 
Warren Wagon Road 21 miles and turn right onto Forest 
Service Road 431. Follow this dirt road about 2 miles to its end 
at a small parking lot. 

Curtis Lake
If you are looking for solitude, Curtis Lake is a solid choice. 
This lesser-known lake sees less traffic than some of its 
counterparts and while the trail is still easy enough to follow, 
colored tape helps with route-finding as well. After a three-
mile hike in and 1,400 feet of elevation gain, you are rewarded 
with this scenic little alpine lake and plenty of campsites to 
enjoy. Trailhead Directions: From Cascade, turn right onto 
Warm Lake Road and continue 6 miles to Horsetheif Reservoir 
Road. Turn right and drive about one mile to Lost Basin Road. 
Turn left and continue along, veering left at the fork in the 
road at 3 miles and follow another 7 miles (keeping left at the 
second fork) to the parking area. 

East Fork of Lake Fork Creek
Most overnight destinations take you to an alpine lake, but this 
hike is a bit different. The trail winds for six miles along the 
scenic creek and ends in a stunning meadow. You can choose 
to camp here or at any of the prime campsites along the way. 
Along the way, the creek offers pools to take a dip in and 
plenty of wildflowers to keep your attention focused on the 
forest floor. Trailhead Directions: Take Lick Creek Road about 
7 miles past the fork and turn right immediately after crossing 
the bridge. You will follow a short road to a parking area. 

Twenty Mile Lakes
Twenty Mile Lakes zone is one of the most popular 
backpacking destinations in the McCall area. This area boasts 
four alpine lakes, each just a half-mile from one another, with 
campsites available at each lake. Spend a night or two 
exploring each lake (North, South, East and Long) and soaking 
in the night sky. The hike is about 6 miles in and while this area 
was partially burned in a fire, plenty of green forest remains. 
Trailhead Directions: Follow Warren Wagon Road for 17 miles 
and look to the right for a large parking area and trailhead sign 
for Twenty Mile Lakes. 

Loon Lake
The best way to experience Loon Lake is to make a loop of the 
two routes, although it does not matter which direction you 
follow the loop. In either direction, you will get to hike through 
wildflowers and along the Secesh River canyon to reach the 
half-mile long Loon Lake. Perhaps best known for the B-23 
Dragon Bomber that crashed in 1943, Loon Lake offers a piece 
of history paired with some excellent backcountry camping 
options. Trailhead Directions: Follow Warren Wagon Road and 
pass the Burgdorf Junction. Stay on Warren Wagon Road for 
another 6.5 miles past the junction until you reach the 
Chinook Campground. Turn right into the campground and 
follow the single-lane road 1.2 miles to the parking area. 
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Sometimes we just can’t wait to get back on the trail after a 
long winter. If you are itching to get out an explore, we 
rounded up a few options for early season adventures. As with 
any early season recreation, keep an eye on the weather and 
postpone your hike if trails are muddy. 

Rapid River Trail – March
This lovely trail is technically accessible year-round, but we like 
to hike this in early spring when everything starts to green up 
and the flowers start to bloom. Most of this hike is spent down 
at the water level, but it does start out along a steep hillside – 
be sure to watch small children and pets in this first area. Make 
this hike as long or as short as you want. Most people hike to 
the second bridge at about 4 miles in, but the trail extends 
well beyond this point to Potter’s Flat (another 5 miles) or 
McCrea Place (3 miles beyond Potter’s Flat). Trailhead 
Directions: Follow US 95 from New Meadows 30 miles toward 
Riggins. Turn left onto Rapid River Road (look for the Hatchery 
sign) and continue 3 miles to the parking area. 

Hazard Creek Falls – late April
If you are chasing early-season waterfalls, Hazard Creek is a 
great option. During the spring runoff, this creek rages and a 
rocky overlook three miles up the trail is your destination for 
views of the area and the falls. Trailhead Directions: From New 
Meadows, travel north on US 95 15.5 miles to Hazard Creek 
Road. Turn right on this road (also known as FR 287) and travel 
about a mile, taking the left fork in the road. The unsigned 
trailhead is about a half mile up on the right. 

Cow Camp Trail – May
This little-used spring trail is great for an amble through the 
forest after a long winter. The trail traverses some steep 
hillsides, gaining 1,600 feet in elevation before reaching its 
destination: Squirrel Creek. This spot is a great place to sit and 
relax or dangle your feet over the bridge. The trail does 
continue on from the bridge another three miles to connect to 
other trails in the area. Trailhead Directions: From New 
Meadows, drive north on US 95 for 12 miles and turn left onto 
Smokey Boulder Road. Follow the road 2.3 miles then take the 
right fork and travel another 4 miles to a bridge across Boulder 
Creek. The signed trailhead is just beyond the bridge. 

Vulcan Hot Springs – mid-May
This short hike is great for a little exercise that ends with a soak 
in a hot spring. The trail winds through Stolle Meadows and 
along Tyndall Creek. About a mile in, you will see a large 
soaking pool that converges with the creek — a necessary 
mixture as the hot springs can reach a temperature of 190 

5 Early Season Hikes

degrees. Trailhead Directions: From Cascade, turn right 
onto Warm Lake Road. Typically you can take FR 474 in Stolle 
Meadows, however this road is currently being 
reconstructed. We recommend driving to the Warm Lake 
Lodge and following the road around the west side of the 
lake to connect to FR 427. This road will connect back to FR 
474. About 4 miles from this junction, look for a large 
parking lot on the left side of the road. The trailhead is 
across the road from the parking lot. 

Goose Creek Falls (from Last 
Chance) – June
There are actually three ways to get to Goose Creek Falls, 
one from the Gordan Titus parking lot along Brundage 
Mountain-Goose Creek Road, one from Brundage Reservoir, 
and one from Last Chance Campground. Due to its lower 
elevation, the trail from Last Chance Campground is 
typically accessible earlier and, in our opinion, offers the 
more scenic route. Wind through a thick canopy of trees 
while crisscrossing several small creeks and bridge crossings 
to get to a scenic overlook of Goose Creek Falls. Be sure to 
look for morels along the way as well! Trailhead Directions: 
From McCall, drive north on Highway 55. Past the Brundage 
Mountain turn, you will wind through a canyon. At the 
bottom of the canyon, look to the right for Last Chance 
Road. Take this road 2 miles and turn into Last Chance 
Campground. The trailhead is located near the back of the 
campground. 

Continued page 28
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Sweat equity can make the view at the top so much sweeter. 
These hikes are some of our favorite uphill treks that pay 
dividends both along the trail and at your destination. Higher 
elevation means wildflowers bloom a bit later, the landscape 
is lush, and the views are nothing short of spectacular.

Continued page 30

5 Uphill Hikes  
   to Get Your  
 Heart Pumping

Needles Summit
The primary benefit to gaining elevation is gaining panoramic 
views and the trek to Needles Summit does not disappoint. This 
trail typically sees less traffic and offers a secluded trail to have all 
to yourself. This hike is an impressive 11 miles out and back with 
an elevation gain of 2,400 feet along the way. On a clear day, you 
can see for miles into the surrounding Salmon River Mountains. 
Trailhead Directions: From McCall, drive south on Highway 55 
and turn left onto Paddy Flat Road. Cross Farm to Market and 
continue on Paddy Flat Road to the Summit junction at 5 miles. 
Take the left fork and continue on to the Kennally Creek 
Campground. Follow the trail to the signed junction (about 2 
miles in) for Blackmare and Needles Summit, turning right. 

Granite Peak/Tripod Lookout
Any time you can hike to a lookout you know the view will be 
spectacular. At the end of this 3 mile hike are 360 degree views of 
Long and Round Valleys. There are two routes to the top, one a 
shorter scramble up a less maintained trail, the other a bit longer 
in length but following a maintained trail to the Lookout. Either 
way, you won’t be disappointed with the views or the workout as 
you climb 1,600 feet. Trailhead Directions: From Cascade drive 
south on Highway 55 and turn right onto Cabarton Road, 
following for 2.5 miles before turning left onto Snowbank Road. 
Follow this for an about 9.5 miles and turn left onto an unnamed 
road. At the end of this road is the trailhead and parking for a few 
vehicles. 

Crystal Lake and  
Fall Creek Saddle
When the hike is said and done, this steep trek will gain 2,200 
feet in elevation along the 5 mile out-and-back trail with plenty 
of scenery to soak in along the way. You are welcome to cut this 
hike a bit short and make Crystal Lake your final destination or 
continue another quarter mile on to Fall Creek Saddle and take 
the short footpath to a stunning overlook of the lake below. 
Trailhead Directions: From McCall take Lick Creek Road, taking 
the right fork. From the fork, drive 10 miles and look on the left 
for the Fall Creek Trail sign. 

Lake Rock Lake
This short hike doesn’t waste time gaining 1,500 feet in elevation. 
The solitude and lake often see local fishermen and women 
traverse this trail, but it is not well maintained so expect to 
encounter a lot of deadfall. One of this trail’s most loveable 
features is a boulder field near the outlet creek that is home to an 
abundant colony of whistle pigs. Listening to these marmots 
whistle back and forth is quite an experience! Trailhead 
Directions: Follow Warren Wagon Road for 25.5 miles. The 
trailhead is not marked, but there is a small parking area on the 
right side of the road and the trailhead is located right along the 
tree line. 

Snowslide Lake/Maki Lake
This is a leg-burner any way you cut it. For a shorter 
uphill session, you can stop at Snowslide Lake. That still 
gets you 1,300 feet in elevation gain and impressive 
views along the way. For those wanting to continue the 
burn, Maki Lake is another mile and another 1,300 feet 
higher. Both lakes offer some spectacular wildflower 
blooms starting in mid-July. Trailhead Directions: From 
McCall, turn onto Lick Creek Road. From the fork, 
continue on Lick Creek and drive 11.5 miles to the 
parking area. Look for the East Fork Lake Fork Trail sign 
on the right. To start this hike, you must immediately 
cross the North Fork of Lake Fork Creek before starting 
your ascent. 

Snowslide lake
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Finding a trail with a gentle slope and manageable distance for 
little legs without sacrificing scenery can seem like a daunting 
task. But McCall is home to a plethora of short, stunning hikes the 
entire family will enjoy. And if all else fails, remember to bring 
some candy for the trek. There is nothing like a little chocolate 
motivation to keep a kid moving!

Meadow Marsh Loop 
Just about every trail in Ponderosa State Park is a great option for 
little ones, but this trail comes with great interpretive signs that 
make this a fun learning experience. This is a foot traffic only trail, 
so there are no worries about running in to mountain bikers with 
little hikers in tow. The full loop is just under two miles, but there 
is a good option to cut that hike in half by taking the Fir Grove 
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Boulder Lake

5 Hikes for  
 Younger Kids

Cut-Off a half mile in. Trailhead Directions: The trailhead is 
well marked on the right, just over half a mile on the main 
road after entering the Park. We like to park at the Activity 
Center and walk the short distance to the trailhead. 

Pearl Lake
For a longer hike with an easy slope, Pearl Lake is the gold 
standard. There is plenty to keep little ones entertained on 
the trail with wildflowers, Teardrop Lake, and a couple of 
easy creek crossings before reaching your destination. While 
the hike is a manageable 3.5 miles out-and-back, the road into 
the trailhead is a bit rocky, so plan to take it slow. Trailhead 
Directions: Follow Warren Wagon Road just under 14 miles and 
turn right at the Crestline Trailhead 7 sign (you will cross a bridge). 
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Continue 7 miles up the dirt road to the trailhead, keeping straight 
at the first two junctions and veering right at the next three. 

Duck Lake
This great little hike starts out at 6,600 feet and has a gentle climb 
of 300 feet in just over a mile. The lake is a great day trip, but there 
are also some great campsites along the lake’s perimeter that 

make this a perfect first overnight backpack with 
kids. Trailhead Directions: From McCall  

take Lick Creek Road, taking the right 
fork. From the fork, drive 16 miles. 

On the left will be a large parking 
area and trail head. 

Josephine Lake
While the shortest hike on our 
list at just 1.5 miles out-and-
back, Josephine Lake may also 
be the most stunning. The 

8,286-foot Squaw Point rises 
out of the emerald green water 

for a breathtaking destination. 
Trailhead Directions: Travel along 

Warren Wagon Road, passing Upper 
Payette Lake and Secesh Summit. Three

miles after the summit, take a left on Forest Service Road 
316, marked “Josephine Lake.” The road to the trailhead is a 
bit bumpy so a vehicle with good clearance is 
recommended. 

Boulder Lake
Perhaps the most well-known hike on our list, Boulder has 
earned its reputation as a favorite for good reason. The trail 
winds through beautiful terrain and the infinity edge of the 
dam makes Boulder Lake one-of-a-kind. While a bit longer 
and steeper than the rest, Boulder is a great option for kids 
looking to take hiking to the next level. At 3.2 miles out-
and-back with 800 feet in elevation gain, the trail is still 
manageable for families. Trailhead Directions: From 
McCall, drive south on Highway 55 and turn left onto Elo 
Road. Take the left fork after 2.8 miles onto Boulder Lake 
Road. Follow this road to its end at a campground about 5 
miles in and turn left to park. The trailhead can be found at 
the base of the Boulder Meadow Reservoir dam.

For more hiking ideas, maps, and trail information, we 
highly recommend picking up a copy of one of our featured 
expert’s trail guides. You can find these at Barn Owl Books 
and May Hardware in McCall, or feel free to visit the author 
sites directly: hikingidaho.com | stevestuebner.com
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Just like at the dinner table, hiking has its own set of etiquette 
rules to abide by. Here are the commonsense ways to keep 
everyone happy on the trail.

• Downhill hikers yield to uphill hikers.

• Passing lanes are like driving — walk on the right and pass on 
the left.

• Mountain bikers yield to hikers, hikers and mountain bikers 
yield to horseback riders.

• Keep your dog under control or leashed if required by the trail 
and always clean up after your pet.

• Be friendly to other hikers – along with being the nice thing to 
do, it is also a great way to learn about trail conditions ahead. 
Plus, if you are solo hiking, it is great to have someone know 
where you have been in case of an emergency. 

• Leave No Trace: Pack it in, pack it out (trash, recyclables, food 
waste), stay on the trail to avoid damaging the surrounding 
environment, and don’t add to or take away from rock cairns.

• Be mindful, not fearful of wildlife. There is a good chance you 
will encounter a deer, elk, moose, fox, bear or other animal 
while in the forest. Educate yourself on the best ways to steer 
clear — remember that you are a visitor to their home!

Trail Etiquette
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I took a walk in the 

woods and came out 

taller than the trees. 

– Henry David Thoreau
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