
Mountain biking in the McCall area has been quietly evolving. While 
the rugged backcountry trails that put us on the map are still prime, 
the addition of purpose-built trails is changing the landscape. From 
wide meadow trails at Ponderosa State Park to gravity trails at 
lift-serviced Brundage and Tamarack to freeride trails at Bear Basin 
and Jug Mountain Ranch, McCall offers a diverse playground for 
bikers of all abilities.

Mountain Biking puts McCall on the Map
By McKenzie Kraemer
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In 2015, the International Mountain Bicycling Association (IMBA) 
named McCall a “Silver Ride Center.” This designation is reserved 
for destinations with large-scale mountain bike facilities with the 
best the sport has to offer. Currently, only 37 IMBA Ride Centers 
have been named worldwide. 

So what is the hype all about? Explore the growing network of 
trail options in the McCall area and start planning your next ride!

Riding
to the Top



The NEW Payette Lake Trail
The Central Idaho Mountain Bike Association (CIMBA) will 
be breaking ground this summer on a brand new 33-mile 
trail around Payette Lake. “We see this as the showcase trail 
for McCall,” says Joe Weede, president of CIMBA. Modeled 
after the Tahoe Rim Trail in Lake Tahoe, the new trail will be 
open to mountain bikers, hikers, and trail runners. 

The first phase of the project will see between 4 to 7 miles 
of trail built to connect the existing Payette Rim Trail to 
North Beach on Payette Lake. Subsequent phases are in the 
planning stage, but no set timeframe for the project’s 
completion has been set. “We want a good product with a 
professional builder on board so the trails are sustainable,” 
says Weede. Enter IMBA Trail Solutions. An international 
leader in trail design and construction, IMBA Trail Solutions 
has been hired to spearhead the Payette Lake Trail 
development. 

The vision for the entire trail system is to appeal to a broad 
range of users. The difficulty level is categorized as 
“intermediate” with the biggest climb topping out at 700 
feet. Otherwise, most ascents and descents will hover 
around 200 feet in elevation change. Dave Bingaman, 
CIMBA trail coordinator, says “the phase one route alone is 
going to be phenomenal.” 

For updates on the Payette Lake Trail progress, visit 
cimbarides.org. 

Continued page 8
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Lift Service
Catch a ride to the top of the mountain and save your 
legs for the ride down! Gravity is your friend on the 
array of lift-serviced trails in the McCall area. “The three 
lift service areas we have are nothing alike,” says 
Weede, “and that is a good thing!” Between the type 
of soil, traction, trail construction style, resort size, and 
après biking amenities, there are plenty of options to 
choose from.

Fast becoming the state’s premier freeride destination, 
the flowy singletrack at Jug Mountain Ranch is easily 
accessed with a shuttle ride to the top. Try Vandelay 
and Harper’s Hollow for an intermediate introduction 
to the hand built trails at JMR. Wide open sections 
flow into optional rock features while tight trees and 
switchbacks will challenge your technical side. For 
expert riders, Exfoliator is a must. This half mile trail is 
short and sweet with big doubles and long tabletops 
for a unique jump line experience.
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The variety of trails at Brundage 
Mountain Resort means the 
experience always stays fresh. 
Jump on the BlueBird Quad and 
enjoy the view on your way to 
the 7,640 foot summit. For a 
scenic cruise to the bottom, we 
love Elk Trail. Six miles in length, 
this route takes you along open 
areas with stunning views, 
along shaded tree-lined 
sections, and across scenic 
creek crossings. Want to get 
your heart pumping? Try 
Hidden Valley. This trail flows 
through rock gardens and 
vertical drops, tight corners, log 
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23+ Years Of Friendly Service!
New Equipment Added Each Season! 

Lowest Prices In McCall...
 Guaranteed!

208-634-7472 — 800-831-1025

303 North Third (Highway 55)  •  McCall, ID  •  cheapthrillsrentals.com 

SUMMER ON PAYETTE LAKE   Ski Boats • Waverunners • Pontoon Boats 

WINTER ~ DELIVERED TO TRAILHEAD   1 & 2-Seater Snowmobiles • Mountain Sleds

rides, and fast chutes. We 
guarantee you will have a 
white knuckle grip the 
whole way down. 

To the south of McCall, 
Tamarack Resort’s trails twist, 
turn, roll, and drop. 
Constructed by IMBA Trail 
Solutions, this trail system is 
designed to test your 
balance and technical skills. 
For a big dose of brown 
pow, Super G is a great place 
to start. This intermediate 
trail starts at the top of the 
lift and serves up flowy 
corners and short drops. To 
test your mettle, we 
recommend SmokeJumper. 
Along with fun jumps, drops, 
and creek crossings, this trail 
also has optional double 
black diamond lines if you 
are feeling adventurous. 

Continued page 10
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The Bike Park Experience
The hunt for one trail that can satisfy the whole 
family can be a challenge. Maybe that is why 
preferences are changing. “More and more 
people are looking for a bike park experience,” 
says Weede. “Everyone can take different 
routes and all meet back up at the car…or the 
restaurant for a beer.”

McCall’s bike parks alleviate the pressure of 
finding the “perfect trail” by offering 
something for all riding abilities in one 
location. For beginners, stick to wide, lower 
trails like Jug Mountain Ranch’s South 
Boundary, North Elk Loop, or South Elk 
Lollypop. Tamarack’s Meadow Trails are also a 
great place for relaxed riding. Intermediate 
riders will love Bear Basin’s Grand Traverse, Blue 
Ridge Loop, and Rising Sun trails while Growler 
at Brundage is a great family-friendly option. 

Continued page 12 Photo courtesy McKenzie Kraemer
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Expert riders won’t be left in the mud 
at McCall’s bike parks. Steep rocky 
descents, road gaps, wood features, 
tables, bridges, skinnys, and berms 
await your riding pleasure. Jug 
Mountain Ranch’s Double Shot 
Freeride Trail and Stitches are three 
miles of downhill bliss. Tamarack’s 
Stage Fright and Rock Star offer highly 
technical rock features while the 
newly constructed Lower Hidden 
Valley trail at Brundage turns the 
second half of this expert ride into a 
hand-built challenge course with rock 
jumps, berms, wood features, and log 
rides. We also love Bear Basin’s Upper 
Drain and Ditch Witch for technical 
riding with a view!

Continued page 14 Photo courtesy Tamarack Resort and Tarek Richey
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Backcountry Trails
“McCall is a super special place,” says Weede. “The trails you can 
ride are unlike anything else out there.” And it takes a lot of 
dedicated work to keep every mile of epic trail in prime condition. 
This work is done, in large part, by the Forest Service and 
volunteers from groups like CIMBA and the Central Idaho Trail 
Riders Alliance.

To get out and experience these phenomenal backcountry trails, 
we recommend starting with the Crestline Trail, the East Fork of 
Lake Fork Trail, and the Loon Lake Trail.

One of the most scenic trails in the area, Crestline is 11 miles of 
magic. The route will take you past Pearl Lake, Brush Lake, Heart 
Lake, Sisters Lakes, Squaw Lake, Buck Lake and Blackwell Lake – 
how can you beat that? To get to the trailhead, drive on Warren 
Wagon Road for 14.5 miles and turn right onto Forest Service 
road 432. Take the left fork at the first junction, the right fork at 
the second and then the trail starts off the road about 5 miles up.

East Fork of Lake Fork is a 10 mile cross country ride with technical 
rock features mixed with smooth singletrack riding. Most riders 
will turn around at Idler Creek, but the trail does continue on for 
another mile of challenging terrain. The return is fast, making this 
trail a fun out and back. To access the trail, take Lick Creek Road to 
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the Lake Fork Campground. One mile 
past the campground, cross the 
bridge and turn right into the 
dispersed camping area to park. 

We can’t talk about McCall’s 
backcountry riding without 
recommending Loon Lake. Rated as an 
IMBA “Epic Ride,” Loon Lake Trail 
combines fast singletrack, switchbacks, 
and pristine scenery. The route is 21 
miles long, but the effort is well worth 
it. Be sure to explore the World War II 
B-23 “Dragon Bomber” at the far side 
of the lake which crashed in 1943 
while trying to make an emergency 
landing. All eight passengers survived 
after three crew members spent 14 
days hiking 42 miles through deep 
snow to the Lake Fork Guard Station. 
Access the trailhead by taking Warren 
Wagon Road 36 miles to the Chinook 
Campground. 
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Open Tuesday - Sunday
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Skills Park
In 2016, McCall opened a Skills Park next 
to the Harshman Skate Park on Idaho 
Street. Tucked in a grove of aspens, the 
Skills Park is a great place for the 
community to practice and become 
better riders. The park features a pump 
track, jump lines, a log skinny, and berms 
so new riders can hone their skills.

Epic Races
Idaho Enduro Series 
Jug Mountain Ranch | July 22, 2017
The third leg of the Idaho Enduro Series will 
feature a brand new flow trail built 
specifically for this race. Participants can 
enter in either the experienced/sport or 
beginner division. On site camping available 
for $10. 

4 Summit Challenge 
Cascade | July 29, 2017
Participants ride up to 90 miles and four 
summits in this highly popular endurance 
race. This course attracts up to 400 riders 
each year who can choose to ride one, two, 
three, or all four summits of the race. Photo courtesy McKenzie Kraemer
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203 E. Lake St., Downtown McCall, In the Historic Yacht Club Building

McCall’s
BEST LAKE-VIEW PATIO!
~ Casual Dining - Fine Food
~ Beer, Wine, Spirits
~ Serving Dinner 7 Days a Week
~ Sunday Brunch 10 am to 1pm
~ Bloody Mary Bar

208.634.HOOK (4665)     
View full menu @ anchor-mccall.com

Monday - Friday 11 am - 10 pm (summer hours) 
Saturday 11 am - 10 pm    ~    Sunday 10 am - 10 pm

LIVE MUSIC THURSDAYS!  6 PM - 8 PM

ON THE SHORES OF PAYETTE LAKE
Unobstructed Lake Views  •  Outdoor Patio

Serving food until 10 pm
$6 cheeseburger & fries!

HAPPY
HOUR 

EVERYDAY
TIL 8 PM!

208.634.5649  
yacht-clubmccall.com

McCall’s Best Location for Unobstructed Lake Views!

The Historic

YACHT CLUB BUILDING  203 E. Lake St., McCall

Bike Tuning 
Need a tune-up? McCall has three shops that can get you 
back on the trail! Stop by Edgewood Cycle (215 Commerce 
Street), Home Town Sports (300 Lenora Street), or Gravity 
Sports (503 Pine Street) for great service and gear.


