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kid-tested  
winter playgrounds 
in McCall

#kidsrule
Planning a vacation, or even a single 
afternoon, where the kids are 
entertained and the parents can 
kick back and relax can seem next 
to impossible. To find a solution to 
this dilemma, we turned to our 
experts—real, live kids! These local 
adventure gurus had plenty of 
options to delight the whole family. 
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It is hard to miss this large building in 
downtown McCall. The Manchester Ice 
and Event Center is a cornerstone in the 
community offering ice skating, hockey 
leagues, curling, stunning ice shows, 
and is home to the Idaho Junior 
Steelheads. All of these activities make 
the rink a gathering place for the whole 
family. “This rink is truly a special place,” 
John Barth, General Manager says. “It 
has been an unbelievable gift to our 
community.”

Hudson, age 6, loves playing hockey at 
the rink. “I run hot, so I am always really 
hot in the winter and I like the ice rink 
because it is cold inside and it cools me 
down.” Having started skating when he 
was just 2 years old, Hudson has had a 
lot of time on the ice. He says he first 

1. 
Manchester 

Ice and 
Event 

Center

- Doors open @ 6:30PM. Games @ 7:30PM. 
- $15 adult admission both evenings. 
- $8 admission Fri evening for youth under 18.
- Tickets on sale in advance at Albertson's 
   or at the rink. NO will-call sales.

- Doors open @ 7:00PM. Performance @ 7:30PM. 
- $19 adult, $9 youth (ages 6-17), 5 & under FREE.
- On-ice seating available! Call for reservations.
- Tickets on sale in advance at Albertson's 
   or at the rink. NO will-call sales.

BELONGING
NOT

BANKING

Even if you’re just visiting the McCall area, 

we want you feel like you belong here. 

While you’re enjoying our uniquely Idaho 

way of life, stop in and pay us a visit. 

We’ll welcome you with a friendly ‘hello’, 

a fresh cup of coffee, and an invitation to 

discover how it feels to belong. idahofirstbank.com
McCall ~ New Meadows

Photo courtesy Manchester Ice and Event Center

www.manchestericecenter.com
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matter what you do at the rink, it 
is always a good time. “I like 
hanging out with all of the kids 
at the rink,” says Hudson. “It is 
really fun.”

In addition to daily skating, the ice 
rink also produces the fabulous 
“McCall Starz on Ice” show. Lori Benton, 
World Professional Figure Skating Champion, choreographs this 
stunning show for the McCall Winter Carnival each year. McCall 
Starz on Ice brings world class skaters to McCall accompanied by 
the McCall Figure Skating Club which includes local skaters from 
the area. “I love doing one-foot glides,” says Gemma, age 4. But 
her favorite part about performing? “My pretty dress.” 

Continued page 26

Hu
ds

on
, a

ge
 6

Photo courtesy Gary Ertter

Photo courtesy 
Manchester Ice and 
Event Center

Photo courtesy Manchester 
Ice and Event Center

Gemma, age 4

started skating with his parents, but 
wanted to try it on his own pretty 
quickly. “The first time I skated I fell down 
and cried,” he explains. “The second time I skated 
for about one minute and then I fell down and cried again. Then 
my mom and dad got me hockey pads.” And the rest, as they say, 
is history. 

Hockey is a big deal in McCall. League and club play are active just 
about all year with drop-in and stick-and-puck games weekly. For 
beginners, the rink offers Hockey 101 and Hockey 102 classes. Plus, 
from September through March, the Manchester Ice Center is 
home to the Idaho Junior Steelheads. These fast-paced, hard-
hitting hockey games are a great way to spend an evening in 
McCall cheering on the hometown team. 

Along with hockey, ice skating is a huge sport at the rink. For those 
after the challenge of figure skating, the ice rink offers a wide 
range of instruction to get you started. Enroll in the official United 
States Figure Skating Association “Learn to Skate Basic Skills 
Program” or take a private or group lesson. Looking for a quick 
skate session without the instruction? Drop by during the daily 
Public Skate at the rink and glide along at your own pace.  No 



Have you ever wanted to fly? 
The Activity Barn comes 
pretty darn close to giving 
you the sensation. “It is great 
when you get a good boost 
down the hill,” says Juliette, 

age 12. With a send-off from 
the staff at the top, speed down 

the snow packed chutes for an 
exhilarating experience like no other.  

The Activity Barn is a perfect stop for any family. Pick out your 
tube at the bottom of the hill then jump on the new “magic 
carpet” type lift for a ride to the top. “Before the new lift was 
added you had to stand in line and hook your tube on,” says 
Benjamin, age 16. “Now you can just step on the conveyor.” His 
sister McKinley, age 14 agrees. “It is more efficient!” That means 
less time getting to the top and more time sliding down the hill. 
Any tuber age two or older is welcome on the lift. Kids under 6 
years of age must be accompanied by an adult. 

Once at the top, take in the views and stare down the massive 800 
foot long chutes. Each season, up to 6 chutes are available for 
guests with varying degrees of slope and speed. The tubes are 

like big inflatable cushions for your ride down. 
The wonderful staff at the Activity Barn will 
help make sure you’re all set for the 85 foot 
drop. “Spinning is the best way to go down 
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2. 
The 

Activity 
Barn

the hill,” says Benjamin. “Either spinning or linked together with 
your friends.”

As easy as snow tubing is, remember to dress for the weather! 
Waterproof clothing, winter boots, gloves and a hat will help keep 
the troops dry and warm. Conditions can change quickly, 
especially when the sun goes down. If you need a place to warm 
your toes, head to the yurt. There you can also pick up a quick 
snack or sip on some hot chocolate. 

When the sun goes down, the fun doesn’t stop. The Activity Barn 
is lit for night tubing as late as 8 pm on Friday and Saturday 
evenings. There are also extended hours for holidays and Winter 
Carnival so you can get in some continuous downhill action. 
Tickets are $5 for a single ride, $15–$18 for a two-hour session or 
$75 for a season pass.  

Continued page 28

Pictured from left: Benjamin, age 16, 
Atticus, age 8, McKinley, age 14, and 
Juliette, age 12. 

www.activitybarn.com



The Little Ski Hill is a McCall 
institution. The local ski area first 
opened in 1937 and encompasses 80 
acres of skiable terrain with 405 
vertical feet. Originally, the lift was a 
large toboggan sled that carried 
skiers uphill. Today, the toboggan 
has been replaced by a T-bar that is 
famous in these parts…loading onto 
the T-bar is a rite of passage for kids 
and adults alike! “It is easier with two 
people,” says Molly, age 8. Her sister 
Murphy, age 5, shares her advice for 
getting on the T-bar, “When the bar 
comes, you try to sit on it.” But even 
these seasoned experts sometimes 
lose their balance. “I still fall off 
sometimes,” laughs Molly. 

Once at the top, kids have a ton of 
action-packed options to get to the 
bottom of the mountain. Groomed 
trails cover the face of the hill while a 
terrain park and tree skiing keep 
things interesting. “I like downhill 
skiing because you can go fast,” says 
Molly, “but I also like the jumps and 
the dropoff.” Will, age 10, agrees. “My 
favorite part is ‘the drop. It is like a 
powdered run and it is sort of 
hidden.” So how did Will get up the 

MCCALL 

500 DEINHARD LANE 

208-634-6042

TIRES • BRAKES • SHOCKS • ALIGNMENTS • WHEELS • SUSPENSIONS • BATTERIES

Whatever the road throws 
at you, from potholes to nails —  

any road hazard, our  
FREE GUARANTEE protects you

WITH EVERY PASSENGER & LIGHT TRUCK TIRE PURCHASE

Peace of Mind
Tire Protection

Lifetime Tire 
& Mileage Care

•  If a Tire is Damaged Beyond Repair, 
We’ll Replace its Value

• Our Work is Guaranteed 
      for the Life of Your Tires

•  Free Pre-Trip Safety Checks

• Free Flat Tire Repairs 

• Free Tire Rotations

• Free Tire Rebalancing 

• Free Air Checks

•  Free Brake & Alignment Checks

• Hundreds of Locations to Serve You

For a location near you, visit:
www.LesSchwab.com
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Will, age 10

Murphy, age 5, and M
olly, age 8
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3. 
The Little 

Ski Hill
www.littleskihill.org

courage to ski “the drop?” “I do a lot of crazy things without 
really thinking about it which is probably bad ‘cause it will get 
me places I don’t want to be.” Luckily, this has yet to get Will 
into trouble on the ski hill. “Lately I have been coming off of 
[the drop] and doing front grabs and back grabs.” 

These local ski demons all honed their skills by 
participating in the After School Program. This learn-to-
ski and snowboard program runs for seven weeks in 
January and February. Students from McCall, Donnelly and 
New Meadows are bussed to the Little Ski Hill after school 
where they ski with high school instructors. On average, 
140 students participate in the weekday program and 20 
participate in the Saturday program. 

After a bit of practice, the Little Ski Hill is a perfect 
place for kids to cut loose. While every 
child is required to ski or 
snowboard with a buddy, they 
don’t have to wait around for 
mom and dad. “I like being 
able to go and ski without 
my mom,” says Murphy. “But 
I usually beat her to the 
lodge because the cookies 
there are my favorite.”

Another unique aspect of the 
Little Ski Hill is night skiing. This is 
the only lit mountain in the area and 
makes for a great after work or weekend excursion 
for the whole family. Pair all of these accessible ski 

and snowboard opportunities together 
and you get one dynamic recreational 

area. “We are really excited to see a 
revival of the Little Ski Hill since the 

early 2000s,” says Colby Nielson, 
General Manager. “The growing 
support is allowing us to make 
improvements to the facility and 
work on some new, big projects in 
the coming years.” 

Continued page 30
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Even during the best family vacation, kids and parents can require 
some time away from one another. After a day on the slopes, 
PLAYLive is just the ticket. “We would rather play games here than 
at home ‘cause here we can all play together!” Triplets Jarom, 
Isaac, and Quentin, age 9, give PLAYLive high praise. Younger 
brother Caleb, age 5, agrees, but adds with a shrug, “I usually lose 
because I am the youngest, but it is still fun.” 

PLAYLive is a social gaming lounge featuring the newest video 
games available to play on high-end consoles. Each station is 
linked so players can compete against friends or other gamers in 
the lounge. “Our favorite game is Rocket League,” says Quentin. 
“There is a tournament where you can play online against lots of 
people any time you want.” Along with online tournaments, 
PLAYLive also hosts in-store tournaments each month and will set 
up a mini-tournament for a walk-in group if desired. 

For those new to the gaming scene, Isaac recommends Lego 
Dimensions. “It is really easy to play and you don’t get frustrated 
easily,” he says. “Instructions are on the TV so you can learn as you 
play.” This doesn’t mean, however, that the brothers have 
confidence in their parents’ video game skills. “We keep having to 
teach them because they one, two, three forget,” says Caleb, 
snapping his fingers on the count of three. 

4. 
PLAYLive

playlivenation.com

Perhaps that is the beauty of PLAYLive. The friendly staff is happy 
to entertain the kids while mom and dad enjoy a nice dinner out. 
“Kids would definitely rather spend an evening at PLAYLive than at 
a fancy restaurant,” Jennifer Campbell, PLAYLive owner says. 
“Typically, kids 11 or older can stay without a parent; however, we 
are definitely willing to work with you if you are after a date night!”  

Along with video games, PLAYLive offers movies and television 
shows in the lounge. Pair gaming and movies for a unique 
birthday party – and even order pizza to the store! Once you 
purchase game time, it never expires.

Pictured from left: Jarom (age 9), Caleb (age 5), Quentin (age 9) and Isaac (age 9)

GET EVENT INFORMATION, SPECIAL OFFERS, AND MORE AT PLAYLIVENATION.COM

LOCATED IN MCCALL MARKETPLACE

Base Packages Include:
 • PLAYlive Host     • Decorated Lounge
 • Food & Beverage   • Invitations
 • Gift Bag For Honoree • Trivia w/ Prizes
 • 2-3 Hours        • Set-up/Clean-up

PARTIES

Leaderboards, Leagues, and 
Tournaments for prizes + fame

 Competitions

Get out of the house and play 
with other gamers face-to-face

 Social Atmosphere

Select from our robust library 
including the newest games

 Video Gaming
WHAT IS PLAYLIVE?

Gaming Gear Including: 
 • Custom Controllers • New/Used Games
 • Console Accessories • Hats, Backpacks, Shirts

MERCHANDISE & APPAREL

Smartphone & Tablet Repair
 • iPhone & iPad Screen Repair
 • Repair Services For Select Android Devices

90 Day Warranty on All Repairs

SERVICE DEPARTMENT

(208) 634-5188
411 Deinhard Lane
Suite G
McCall, ID 83638
Located in McCall Marketplace
Between Ridley’s and Rite Aid
  McCall@PLAYliveNation.com
  FB.com/PLAYliveMcCall

VISIT US

WELCOMING GAMERS OF ALL AGES AND PLAY STYLES
A PREMIUM GAMING EXPERIENCE

NEWEST GAMES  |  PARTIES & EVENTS  |  REPAIRS  |  BUY & TRADE  |  TOURNAMENTS  |  MERCHANDISE


